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7 MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Directar of Central Inuel ence

SUBJECT: Briefing of American Ambassadors on U-2
Operations ‘ ‘

1. Since the inception of U-2 overflights in the summer of 1956
there has been no written policy nor standard procedure with regard
to the briefing of American Ambassadors - either in countries being
overflown or in countries wherein U-2 flights originate or terminate.
Each U-2 operation involving a foreign country is evaluated from the ‘
operational and contingency planning viewpoint and a determination is

e ~ made, in conjunction with the S0ce Denn siment, as to whether the
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~Ambassador should be mad. . .ag o7 e activity. We traditionally
have deferred to the S’catg T - - .~enmv .. -is ouestion whenever they ;

have expressed strons cornviciticns win - a=d to any narticular
operatlon.

. wwe the Ambassador
Loso dolag, or in instances
¢ embarrassing should some

2. Generally, the practice . .s
if we perceivi some o ’
wherein his "z =
mishap or protest recult from the act

3. There are few instarces of reo o . wha . rican

Ambasssdor to a country balt overfl.
prior tc or durine the courr: of such orno—at o 5. It was 00T done in
such cases -\ 25X1
The ratic .. - which l¢d io this decision was sredicate .
on the beliof that it would = ™ the advi. gz of all concerned if the
srs could honestly wisclaim a.. - nowledge of such operations
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Ambase: o
should 27 evoke a query or Zrotest.

25X1 - 4, In a few cases, nrotesis or ovents have dictate
the need %o brief the AmMBassador on past and Juwiy  ~.anned operatlons
in his axrea of concern. '
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5. i&‘tnmwn it wae not ..,.«,L,;;B s Lo the earlior dil‘f«: :}f the T2 ”'
program é:.‘-‘“u«l."’ 0y, in recert vears it has boen the seacral rule to

byiel the American Ambas s;zza,dcw in thosoe hopt covntries from where

wo stage, © 'iu which we seuoy .wf.u.; SRR
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